EASTERN AFRICA (4)

ITALY GAME LATE into Great Scramble, but
obtained two areas in north-east Africa, ERITREA, on
Red Sea, and ITALIAN SOMALILAND. Later (1935-6)
" unified " East African possessions by conquest of
ABYSSINIA.
ERITREA has area of 45,000 square miles, popula-
tion of 600,000. Very small number of Italian
settlers,
ITALIAN SOMALILAND, bought from Benadir Com-
pany (see map 26) in 1905, covers nearly 200,000
square miles, with population of about a million.
Area west of Juba river acquired from Britain, 1924.
Cattle rearing and agriculture; no worked minerals.
ABYSSINIA has estimated population of about 7
million. Ruling caste, Amhara, was Christian. Sub-
ject races part Christian, part Moslem, part Pagan.
Exported hides and skins and some agricultural
products. Mineral deposits unworked. Independent
Abyssinian Government still (1936) in being at
Gore, in mountainous south-west.
FRENCH SOMALILAND contains port of Jibuti, sea
terminus of Addis Ababa railway, and port for all
Abyssinian trade.
BRITISH SOMALILAND, taken over from Egypt,
1884, has population of about 350,000, entirely
Moslem. Exports skins and hides. Strategic rather
than economic importance, on British Red Sea
route to India.
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